Second Grade

Persuasive/Opinion Performance Writing Task

After Reading, “Dogs: A kid’s Best Friend” and “Cats:
The Purr-fect Pet for Kids”, answer the following
question.

Which do you think is the best pet for a kid, a dog
or a cat? Explain why. Support your answer with at
least three to four details from the sources.



Source: #:Zn

n A st’s Best Fnend

Most k1ds want, to have a pet But Wh.lCh is the best type
- of pet for a kid? There are :many oh01ces out. there from bll’dS
. to rabblts to fISh It can, be dlfflCUlt_,fOI‘ :mang people to

- .know Wl[uch pet 1s the rlght one. But 'f'or kldS the answer 152 o
j'Slmple a dog' -‘

A dog isa kldS best fnend It is loyal and lovmg It Walts
- patlently for a kid to come home from school every day. And it
is there W1th a wagging tail when he or she walks in the door.

A dog is'a constant playmate that loves spendmg time with you.
A kid who has a dog i is never lonely |

_ Also dogs love to run and play. Theg help to keep kids
- active and healthy. A dog would make sure tha;t a kid gets up
off the couch and moves around. "

| Dogs help kids feel loved They are always there to- help |
They can help cheer kids up when they are down. A dog will

?‘ quietly sit with a kid and be a frlend that. he or she can talk to.
'__'Sometlmes it helps just knowing that gour dog is by your side.

‘Dogs have even been shown to improve kids’ confldence "
:"_Ievels They are used to help children who are leanung toread.
" "Some dogs are paired with kids who read aloud to their four-
legged friends. The dogs are quiet and patient listeners. They
do not judge the kids on how well they can read They help kids
- feel good about themselves.
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Finally, dogs help teach kids how to be responsible. Taking
care of a dog is hard work. A dog needs to be fed and given
fresh water. A dog also needs to be let outside in the yard or
taken for a walk a few times a day. These are tasks that a kld

can learn to do.
~ Many people mlght say that a cat is the eas:i.est petto

take care of because it sleeps all day. They mlgh‘i; think a catis

the best tgpe of pet for a kid. But a cat cannot give a kid the
joythat a dog can. It is clear to see that the best chlldhood pet

1s a dog
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Source # 2.
Cats: The Purr-fecf Pet for Kids

Many people think that a dog is the perfect pet for kids, but
they could not be more wrong. Dogs need a lot of time and -
effort to take care of them. Cats, on the other hand, need very
little work. And they give lots of love in return For this reason,

they are the best pet for kids. -

_Through the years, cats have gotten the reputation for
being unfriendly animals that like to be left alone. This could
‘ot be further from the truth. Cats normally are very friendly
-~ with their owners. They form strong bonds and love to be with
~ their owners. Cats are loving and loyal pets.
 Cats teach kids how to be gentle and kind toward animals.
If a kid were to jump on a cat it would run-away. But if a kid
. stroked the cat gently, it would return that kindness and spend
~ time with the child. This is an important lesson to learn.
- Also, cats are good for kids’ health. They do not run around
R outside with kids like dogs do. But studies have shown that
S petting a cat and listening to it purr can help a person relax.
A nervous child feels better after strokmg a cat’s fur.

Kids can also play indoors with cats helping to keep them
active. All they need is a small cat toy or a ball of strmg String

or gam can keep a cat busy for hours!

Another important point is that cats are mich easier to care
for than dogs. Cats require food, water, and fresh kitty litter.
This is not much at all. A kid would not have the same big
responsibilities he or she would have with a dog. This would
leave more time to spend on other activities.
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Finally, cats really understand their owners. If a kid were to -
feel lonely or upset about something, the cat would know '
something was wrong. If the cat had a-bond with the child, it
would try to comfort him or her. Perhaps it would rub against

‘the ¢hild, or maybe purr loudlg The child would not feel alone
with.a cat at home' S S

Cats a,re Wonderful pets foi angone But there are mang
good reasons Why they are the best pet for kldS :
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